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“Carmelita Tropicana can be a beast. In the past, she has been a horse, pig and even a bear. In 

short, we can describe Alina Troyano’s performance persona, Carmelita Tropicana, as a queer 

assemblage… This queer assemblage is always becoming.” José Esteban 

Muñoz 2013 Performing the Bestiary: Carmelita Tropicana’s “With What Ass Does the 

Cockroach Sit? / Con Que Culo se Sienta la Cucaracha?” 

 As a writer and performer, I have straddled the worlds of performance art and theater. I use 

irreverent humor and fantasy as subversive tools to challenge cultural stereotypes and rewrite 

history from multiple perspectives. By performing hyperbolic feminine and masculine personas, 

as well as numerous animals, insects, and fantasy creatures, I challenge historical and narrative 

authority. My work addresses political issues and looks at the intersections that exist between 

ethnicity, sexuality, gender, race and class.  

 


